Abstract-This paper intends to explain two issues, the Proto-Austronesian reflex (PAN) into
I. INTRODUCTION
In 1981, James Collins conducted a preliminary study of the language group he called the West Central Maluku. This group consists of Ambelau (Ab), Buru (Br), Sula (Sl), and Taliabo (Tb). in linguistic-historical view, these four languages have one origin, then split into two, Ambelau and Proto-Buru-Sula-Taliabo. Proto-Buru-Sula-Taliabo then split into two, namely Buru and Proto-Sula-Taliabo, and finally Sula and Taliabo. The Collins (1981) study was conducted using a top-down approach, a comprehensive innovation method examining the Proto-Austronesian (PAN) reflexes into the four languages as well as three isolates in the Middle East Moluccas. Since the study is preliminary, it needs to be verified and enriched with linguistic evidence. Sumarlam et al (2017) has identified the pattern of PAN change into Ambelau language to observe the truth of the description Collins (1981) about the language. The same pattern is applied, not only in Ambelau but also in three other languages, Buru, Sula, and Taliabo. Therefore, this paper identifies the PAN reflex into Buru language and sees its compatibility with Collins's (1981) view. Collins (1981) at least suggested five types of PAN reflexes into Buru language. Firstly, the PAN * t in the initial position (#-) and the vowel (# v-v #) change into / f / in Buru (also in Sula and Taliabo). Secondly, PAN: * k / # -and # v-v # in Buru have retention. Thirdly, PAN: * mb changes to / b / in Buru (also Sula and Taliabo). Fourth, there are merger of PAN: * ŋ and * ŋk into / g /. Moreover, the five merger of PAN: * k and * p at the end position changed to / t /. Whether the linguistic evidence proposed by Collins (1981) is sufficient, this paper intends to explain it. Therefore, this paper aims at explaining two things, the PAN reflex into Buru language and its compatibility with Collins's (1981) view.
II. METHOD
To explain these two aspects, data collection, data analysis, and presentation of data analysis results have been conducted. Field data, collected using interview technique, consist of 200 basic vocabularies and 800 cultural vocabularies in Buru language. The Proto-Austronesian data were collected using literature method in the form of an Austronesian Comparative Dictionary compiled by Blust and Trussel (2015) . The collected data were then analyzed using a top-down approach, an innovation method viewing the realization of PAN into Buru language. Furthermore, the analyzed data were conceptualized and presented using nonformal methods (using regular words) and formal methods (using images, symbols, graphs, tables, etc.).
III. FINDING AND DISCUSSION
In order to systematically describe the PAN reflex into Buru language, the number and type of PAN phonemes will be presented. According to Trussell and Blust (2015) , PAN phoneme consists of 32 phonemes including 24 consonants, (/p, t, C, c, k, ʔ, b, d, z, j, g, m, n, ɲ, ŋ, s, S, h, l, r, R, y, and w /) , four vowels (/ i, u, ǝ, and a /), and four diphthongs (-aw, -ay, -uy, and -iy) . Sumarlam et al (2017) identifies that Buru language has 19 consonant phonemes, i.e. / p, t, c, k, ʔ, b, d, j, g, m, n, ɲ, ŋ, s, h, l, r, y, and w / and eight vowels (/ i, u, e, ǝ, ɛ, o, ɔ, and a /) 
E. PAN *ʔ PAN *ʔ at the initial changes to /ø/ regularly, while /l, m, k/ are irregularly. At the middle, PAN *ʔ becomes /w/ irregularly. At the end position, retention and innovation are irregularly (become /h, n, k, dan ø/). IV. SOME NOTES ON COLLINS (1981) VIEWS Historically, Buru language in the first phase split from the Ambelau language and merged with the Sula and Taliabo languages. According to Collins (1981) , Buru languages along with Sula and Taliabo, PAN * t in the initial position (#-) and the vowel (# v-v #) change to /f/. This study shows that PAN * t at initial and intervocal positions are retained as /t/ regularly. In addition, PAN * t in the initial position becomes /n/ and /ø/. The result identifies that there is no PAN *t change into /f/ in Buru language. Therefore, the linguistic evidence of the historical relation which separates Buru from Ambelau, and its unity with Sula and Taliabo, which Collins (1981) proposes, needs to be reviewed.
Secondly, PAN: *k /#-and #v-v# in Buru with Sula and Taliabo are retained, while in Ambelau is innovated. The evidence that Collins (1981) proposes, can be justified, since both the initial and inter-vocal positions of PAN * k have retention in Buru. There is a PAN *k in the initial position of being innovated (being /n/) but irregular. Likewise in the final position, although innovated to be /t/ but irregular. It means that the linguistic evidence from Collins (1981) can still be used to view of the historical relations of the West Central Maluku languages .
Third, the merger of PAN *k and *p at the end position into /t/ in Buru, Sula and Taliabo. This study shows that no PAN *p at the final position changes to /t/ in Buru, whereas PAN *k becomes /t/ irregularly, for example in the meaning of 'child', PAN *aNak > Br: anat. Therefore, no merger of PAN *p and *k in Buru. Thus, such linguistic evidence cannot be used as the basis for viewing the historical relation of West Central Maluku languages which Collins hypothesized (1981) .
For PAN *mb changes to /b/ in Buru (also Sula and Taliabo) and merger PAN *ŋ and *ŋk become /g/, further study is needed. The data obtained have not shown the realization of these sounds in Buru language.
V. CONCLUSION The PAN phonemic reflex into Buru language shows the existence of retention and innovation sounds, regular and irregular. There is one evidence that can be used, ie PAN *k in the initial and middle position. However, PAN *t in the initial and intervocal positions become /f/ and also the PAN merger: *k and *p at the end position to /t/ in Buru, Sula, and Taliabo languages cannot be used to explain the historical relation of languages which belongs to the West Central Maluku Group referred by Collins (1981) . For proofs showing that PAN *mb changes to /b/ and the merger of PAN *ŋ and *ŋk to /g/ in Buru, and Sula and Taliabo need further study.
To explain adequately and comprehensively the Collins hypothesis (1981) on the historical relation of West Central Maluku languages, a study of PAN reflex into the Sula and Talibo languages needs to be carried out after Ambelau and Buru languages have been formulated. In turn, it will appear to be a common form of innovation that occurs in the fourth language. That is, it is necessary to study PAN reflexes into Sula and Taliabo and the historical relations of west Maluku languages thoroughly.
